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Zone A

Zone A99

Zone AE and Zone A1-A30

Zone AH

Zone AO

Zone X

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood zone definitions 
are provided below as a reference and accompany Figure C 1, City of  
Sacramento Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), current as of  December 
2008.

Zone A corresponds to areas with a 1-percent annual chance of  flooding. 
Detailed hydraulic analyses are not performed within this zone and no 
Base Flood Elevations or depths are calculated. Mandatory flood insurance 
purchase requirements apply.

Zone A99 corresponds to areas with a 1-percent annual chance of  flooding 
that will be protected by a Federal flood control system where construction 
has reached specified legal requirements. No Base Flood Elevations or 
depths are calculated within this zone. Mandatory flood insurance purchase 
requirements apply.

Zone AE corresponds to areas with a 1-percent annual chance of  flooding. 
Base Flood Elevations derived from detailed hydraulic analyses are calculated 
at selected intervals within this zone. Mandatory flood insurance purchase 
requirements apply.

Zone AH corresponds to areas with a 1-percent annual chance of  shallow 
flooding with a constant water-surface elevation (usually in the form of  
“ponding”) where average depths are between 1 and 3 feet. Mandatory flood 
insurance purchase requirements apply.

Zone AO corresponds to areas with a 1-percent annual chance of  shallow 
flooding (usually sheet flow on sloping terrain) where average depths are 
between 1 and 3 feet. In addition, alluvial fan flood hazards are shown as 
Zone AO. Mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements apply.

Zones X and Shaded X correspond to areas of  minimal and moderate flood 
hazard, respectively, both outside the 1-percent annual chance floodplain, 
1-percent annual chance sheet flow flooding where average depths are less 
than 1 foot, 1-percent annual chance stream flooding where the contributing 
drainage area is less than 1 square mile, or areas protected from the 1-
percent annual chance flood by levees. No Base Flood Elevations or depths 
are calculated within this zone. Flood insurance purchase is not required in 
these zones.
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