SACRAMENTO CLIMATE ACTION PLAN

2 dzONB A Y DA S Reeting:

I/ 2YYdzyAle@

e What: Learn more about the Climate Action Plan, and how you can get involved
e When: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Monday, April 26, 2010
o Where: Council Chambers, New City Hall 915 | Street

What is a Climate Action Plan?

A climate action plan (CAP) is a comprehensive plan
for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and
adapting to climate change. This usually includes:

e Aninventory of green house gas emissions
and their sources for a specific baseline
year.

e Aforecast of future emissions under
“business as usual” conditions (without a
climate action plan).

e Strategies for reducing GHG emissions,
focusing on feasible cost-effective programs
& projects.

e A description of the specific challenges that
Sacramento faces as the climate changes
and strategies for adapting to them.

The Role of Cities (and Citizens)

Cities have a key role in combating climate change
because seventy-five to eighty percent of all GHG
emissions are generated in the world’s urban areas.
Cities also have great influence over a community’s
GHG emissions. Cities can potentially reduce GHG
emissions by:

e Enhancing energy efficiency of buildings
through codes and ordinances

e Adopting and implementing more
sustainable land use and transportation
policies and practices.

e Reducing methane emissions from landfills
and/or and waste treatment plants that
they own or manage.

e Encouraging citizens in the broader
community to take action through
education, incentives, using their own
purchasing power, and providing leadership
by example.

What is Climate Change?

* Solar radiation passes through the Earth's atmosphere —
some is reflected back into space, most is absorbed by
the Earth and sent back out as thermal radiation or heat.

* “Greenhouse gases” like CO2 and methane in our
atmosphere trap this heat causing a natural “green-
house effect”, which keeps the Earth warm enough to
support life as we know it

* Human activities are increasing levels of CO2 and

methane and enhancing the greenhouse effect—too
much heat is trapped, causing global warming.

Source: ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability



Why is the City Preparing a Climate Action Plan?

City Council directed staff to prepare a CAP when they adopted the 2030 General Plan in March 2009. The
General Plan already contains policies and goals to reduce the city’s collective “carbon footprint”. The

climate action plan will provide a strategy for accomplishing reductions. In addition, the climate action

plan is expected to:

e Prepare the City for pending changes in the State regulatory environment (AB32, SB 375, etc.)

e Position the City to compete for grant funding, and strategically indentify areas to direct funds.

e Provide a framework that will help achieve the following potential co-benefits:
0 Increase the demand for green collar jobs and growing the green economy.
0 Improve energy independence and energy security by making Sacramento more resilient to

volatile energy prices and/or supply.

0 Improve adaptation to climate change: extreme temperatures, water scarcity, etc.

The Climate Action Plan Planning
Process:

The first phase, which focused on reducing GHG
emissions from the City’s internal government
operations, has been completed.

The key results of Phase 1 are as follows:
e City Government emitted 78,584 metric tons
CO,e (carbon dioxide equivalents) in the

2005 baseline year.

e (City staff identified the means to cut these
emissions by 22% below 2005 levels by 2020

e Examples of the 30 action strategies include:
making City buildings more efficient,
increasing renewable energy on City
facilities, using technology to increase
routing efficiency and reduce idling, and
enhancing urban forestry and drought-
tolerant landscaping in parks and open
spaces.

e The Phase 1 CAP report is available on-line
(see link to City’s website).

Phase 2 will focus on:

e Reducing communitywide GHG emissions.

e Continued coordination with other agencies
(SACOG, Air District, others)

e Incorporating public input and participation.

e Identifying adaptation strategies to mitigate
adverse effects of climate change on
Sacramento.

Sacramento GHG Emissions Inventory

The diagram below illustrates each sector’s
contribution to the total city-wide GHG emissions in
the baseline year 2005. On-road transportation
accounted for 42.7% of overall emissions and is the
largest contributing sector to overall emissions. The
city-wide GHG emissions total is 4,553,051 MT CO2e.
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Source: 2005 Countywide Greenhouse Gas Inventory

For more information, visit the Climate Action
Plan pages on the City’s website at:
http://www.sacgp.org/climate action plan.html



http://www.sacgp.org/climate_action_plan.html

